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INTRODUCTION

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Background

The Ateneo Social Science Research Center (ASSRC)

would like to acknowledge the following institutions and individua
who provided support to the completion of this report

& report describes the socio-economic and bio-physical

of Barangay Sta. Cruz, Buhi, Camarines Sur using
pri and secondary data  Primary data was gatherad using the
articipatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) method. Secondary data was
athered using the barangay profile of Sta. Cruz and through the
nternet

The Barangay Council of Sta. Cruz;

The Participants of the Participatory Rural Appraisal.

"‘"rL PRA is a research method that emphasizes local
The Center for Community Development; knwﬂedga and enables local people to make their own appraisal
alysis. |t employs a vanety of techniques and tools to ensure
AT Y ation i valid and reliable and, at the same ftime, that
resea : done efficiently in terms of money and time. The PRA
was cohdlicted by the Ateneo Social Science Research Center

J-) fvith the Ateneo Student Researchers Pool (ASRP) of the
Naga University for the Center for Community

The Ateneo Student Researchers Pool, and

The many men and Women whose names we regre
failed to mention but whose help, in one way or anciNg
made a difference in the conduct of this study.

DIOS MABALOS SAINDO GABOS! Objectives

raport is generally aimed at describing the cumrent living
conditigns] of households in of Barangay Sta. Cruz, Buhi in order to
58 asis for identifying and designing specific interventions n
the unity. Specifically, it aims to:

pefle] the bio-physical, social and economic situations of
pr Sta. Cruz, Buhi, Camarines Sur,

frewen Sociod Sefemee Revganc il Confer, Ay STV e Seogiod Science Revearch Center, Jarmiey 200




2. identify current issues and problems of the barangay. any
3. define possible future courses of action for improving livi prederiis the major products produced by the barangay; the inter-
conditions in the barangay. relaliopships between production and marketing including its

Methodology afid fonstraints,

« Mind mapping, which is a flow diagram that draws the

The FRA was conducted ot the Barangay EMH ppnity’'s major problems, its causes, possible solutions, and the

Barangay Sta. Cruz, Buhi, Camarines Sur on October 5, 2008
PRA was participated by 20 key barangay officials and i
and was facilitated by a 12-member research team of the
It proceaded with simultaneous group workshops that e
techniques like metaplanning, technology of participation.
group discussion (FGD), drawing of maps and diagrams, §
informant and group interviews. Paricipant observation wWe
employed. Group workshops and individual and group inTeTs
utilized the following tools:

eng thesea problems, and

« Historical imeline, which documents the unfolding of community
history drawn from the participants’ recollection, including events
and_people that bring about socio-economic and political changes
h Fontributed to the barangay's growth.

# Gender resource and social map, which llustrajes
geographical view of the barangay, including exisbng reg
and commercial establishments; public infrastructures and facdjiti

households; natural resources available to residents inchwding
crops, livestock, and fishery resources, and the care, use, and
control of the resources,

= Annual calendar of activities, which depict the various s and
economic activiies that preoccupy most of the residen uring
specific months of the year and the involvement of
according o sex;

« Seasonal calendar, which shows the sequential chart of fishing
months in the barangay including species caught and fishing gear
used;

+ Income and expenditure chars, which illustrate the pences(g

Afemons Sowt ! Sedomee Risngedredr O Qiler, aniaeey 2 (N i) Sefomee Boscareh CCemter Lomaary W00




DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT

Location, Land Area and Political Subdivisio

Barangay Sta. Cruz is one of the 38 barangays |of| the
Municipality of Buhi, Camarines Sur. It is three kilomete

jies eveniually grew because of intermarnages. Early settlers
a & Edaugals, Machors, Oafallas, Poncianos, and the Sornes.

big 1. Historical Timeling, Gabasg, Buhl, Camarines Sur, 1847-15648

7 Year Significant Events
Sia. Cruz was still a Sitic of San Bugna which was under
the leadership of Teiente del Barrio (Barangay Captain)
1938 Vicente Machor and Bise Tediente del Bamio Casiano
Oliva. There wera at least 40 households residing in

Sitio Sta. Crus dunng this tme.

Maximo Edaugal became the new Tenienie del Bamo of
San Buena and Agapilo Oafallas became his Bise
Tafiente dal Barmio

from the town center of Buhi and is normally reached by tra

Lake Buhi using a motorized boat for about 30 minutes
network also connects Sta. Cruz to Barangay Monte Calvario
through Sitio Itbog, however this road is not passable during
raing.,

Barangay Sta. Cruz is bounded on the north by Barapgay
Ipil, on the south by Barangay Igbac, on the west by Lakk Ruhi,
and on the east by Barangay Little Joroan, Tiwi, a municipal{ty
Albay. It has a total land area of 62727 hectares and—
subdivided into six | zones (Purok/Sitios): Sitio Gogon (Zone 1),
Sitio Carawisan (Zone 2), Sitio Poangi (Zone 3), Sitio Re
{Zone 4), Sitio Itbog (Zone 5), Sitio Caubasan (Zone BY.

Historical Timeline

Before 1956, Sta. Cruz was only a sitio of Barangay
Buena, Buhi, Camarines Sur (Table 1). It only consists of around
40 households with approximatety 100 people in 1936, Two of the
oldest participants, Faustino Laurencio and Flaviano Coderes, both
farmers, related what they could remember about the bara 3
The only passable route to Sta. Cruz is through Lake Buhi.
time referred to by the locals as "Danao kan Buhi” The n

liemee i Seleice Reseanch Comer, Janmery 209

Eslevan Nachor succeeded Edaugal as Tefenfe del
Bario and Rodolfo Siguenza became fthe new Bise
Tafiignts del Bamo.

Vicente Nachor held the Barangay Caplain seal again
with Agapito Oafallas as his Bise Teviiente del Samio

A batile between the Japanese soldiers and the guarnilas
at Caubasan which lasted for four days and four nights.
The local guerllas won the battle buil some abusive
guerillas, reportedly headed by someone named Arafia,
took farm animals and raped women from the area

The barangay was also plagued by an outbreak of
chickeén pox and measles which ook the lives of a
nurnber of residents of the barangay.

A second group of guenilas launched a search for thedr
rogue members who caused the alrocibes

Sibo Santa Cruz finally saparated from Eummm; San
Buena and officially became a Barangay.

Typhoon Sening destroyed 5% of the houses in the
barangay with two reports of casualties

During Marcos time, barangay palfvways were started 1o
be camignbed

Sta. Cruz Community School was established in Zone 2

A social hall was built In Sitio Gogon (Zone 1).

ke Reveoroh Comfer, JApigry JIWH




Significant Events ? r

In 1956, Sitio Sta. Cruz was officially transformed into a
y. separating it from San Buena, Except for some natural
ijes that hit the Bicol Region, most of the recollectons
rwere of the physical improvemants in the barangay.

The 70's witnezssed the rise of the first major infrastructure
iwrThe barangay — the Sta. Cruz Community School (now Sta. Cruz
Elementary Schocl). A decade later, a multipurpose was built in
nt in Sitio Gogon (Zone 1). The following year (1984), the
elming 368 steps was paved in Sitio Rorungan (Zone 4)
ng to welcome visitors to the barangay. Between 2001 and
003, two other similar structures were constructed = ane in Sitio

Carawizan (Zone 2}, which has 373 steps, and the other ong in
Sitio Poangi (Zone 3), which has 148 steps.

| More recently, a social hall, a day care center and a

Year

1984 The 368 sleps’ in Siio Rurcngan was buill { i

1991 This constructon of the Barangay Hall began and la
finished in 15562,

1664 A concrite chapel was built in the barangay, \

1gas | A Health Center was established in Sitio Poangi to
service the residents of the barangay

1897 Cementing of barangay pathways was complated.

igog | 1he Sia. Cruz Community School became Sta. Cruz
mentary School.

001 The “373 steps” was built in Sitio Caranwisan

2002 The residents in the barangay began to have electnciy if
their homes. =

2003 | The “148 steps” was built in Sitio Poangi

2006 | A Social hall was built in Sitio Carawisan (Zone 2).

2007 ﬁplmmﬁamingd&atw&dmmmhwminﬂm/
IJEHEEEI' e Yy

2008 The Davcare Center and the Barangay Multi Purpose
Hall were constructed in Sitic Carawisan.

Year 1943 was a momentous period for the people of ;
Cruz. It was the height of Japanese occupation of the Philippines.
When Japanese soldiers reached Sta. Cruz, a gun battle 00D
ensued bebween them and local guerilla units in Caubasan
lasted for four days and four nights. While the local guerillag
over the Japanese soldiers during the battle, Filipino guerillas
reporied io have also inflicled some atrocities in the
including confiscating livesiock and rice from the townsfol
rapang women. [nfighting in the barangay between local gueN

factions ensued due lo these reported atrochies.

That same year, measles and chicken pox epidemic broke
out in Sta, Cruz causing death to a number of people untl 1944,

rerncer Sovhal Seferoy Rescarcly Connpr, Jarmwary 2009

multipurpose hall were also constructed,

Sta. Cruz also experienced the ravage of strong typhoons
tha\ h\ the Bicol Region. In 1970, 95% of the houses were report-
ediy| ddstroyed during typhoon Sening, and in 2007, 90% were said
been severaly affected by typhoon Reming. Bul, the
of Sta. Cruz still find themselves to be truly blessed
s@ no casualty was reported in any of these calamities.

peaieve Sk Sodevcr Rescvarcd Conrer, Jomeary MWFF



Environmental Patterns Rice is grown in Zones 3, 4, 5 and 6. Abaca and coconut
Yegs which are grown by mosi households in the area, are found
egrly everywhere in the barangay, except in Zone 4. Banana is
ivated in Zone 1. 2 and &, while root crops like kamote is largely

tivated in fone &,

The soil type in Sta. Cruz is generally said to be made
clay-loam while the rest of the area consist of sandy loy
Gender Resource and Social Map as shown in Figure 1,
the various natural resources found in the barangay and their

Animal raising. Farm animals like hogs, goats, carabaos,
, goose and chickens are commeonly raised by residents in
barangay.

Fishery. The hills on the eastern and central portion of the
barangay face westward towards Lake Buhi. Fishes found in the
lake include tilapia, ayungin (silver perch), campa (carp), dalag
dfish), biya (freshwater goby), puyo (climbing perch), “big
hegd” (big head carp), burirawan {Rastrelliger 5p.), hilo (freshwater
catfish), sinarapan (pygmy goby) and anunusok. Non-fish species
ught in the lake include bugiis (freshwater clams), lahaong
ssels), ugama (freshwater crab), hipon (shrimp), and golden
of (snail). About 25 percent of the residents are also involved

im rpising tilapia in fish cages.

Secondary forest area. A protected secondary forest area is
ocated on the eastern portion of the barangay. Trees like acacia,
mahogany, nama, gemiina, lanipga, manol, falofo, bulwang,
laxyaan, daniog, coyaoyao, and salfngogon can be found there in
ndance,

v ey foam e gl Faem o dhises @
e R @on S Y pme T T en foow
S S Fuw G poon o Powo e o

Water resources. The barangay is bounded by Lake Buhi
e west which provides the
sidents with ancther means of
Ipefihood, fishing. There are two
prfalls located in Barangay
3. Cruz: Baybay Falls in Sitio
Caubasan (Zone B) and Itbog
Falls in Sitio Itbog (Zone 5). The
twin waterfalls cascade amidst
werdant wvegefation afiracting
visitors to the area. H could be

Figure 1. Gender Resource Map, Barangay Sta, Cruz, Buhi, C
Sur, 2008

Matural Resources

Agriculivre, Land resources are mainly used for setjle
poultry and livestock raising, and for growing £rops like rice,
coconut, banana and root crops

The Poangl River




reached by means of a banca from the town proper of Buhi gfid
30-minute trek, The tbog Falls feed waler into rivers travirs
Sitio Itbog and Sitio Poangi like the Suwaong River, which i
senves as the source of imgation for farmilands in the area.

 In growing root crops and in raising poultry and livestock,
g female members of the family while involved in household
a5 also participate in all types of farm work.

A dam constructed by the residenis out of stones is loch{e Economic Patterns

in Sitio Caubasan in Zone B This dam also provides irrigation Ty
the rice fields in the area. Livelihood Activities

Resource Use and Control by Gender Majority of the households in Barangay Sta. Cruz are

gaged in farming, with 55 percent of the total barangay are being
devoted to agriculture. Farmers plant a variety of crops including
abaca, rice, coconut, bananas, wvegelables, and root crops like
kamote (sweet potato). In nearby Lake Buhi, some of the residents
8, dalag, carpa, shnmps, the famous sinarapan, among
fish species.

The men have sole control over most of the resour
the community (Table 2), excepl for growing nce and barjarjas
where they share conitrol with the adult female members 4f fha
family, usually the wife. Adult female members also fhare
responsibility in managing farms devoted to growing a
bananas and nce. However, farm labor is shared by everyona m
the family.

Table 2. Resource Use and Control by Gender, 5ta. Cruz, Buhi, 208

ing and Marketing Practices

Abaca farming. About 50% of the households in Barangay
ruz are involved in abaca production. Abaca is grown all year

Resources Control | Responsibility Labor \‘ and is usually intercropped with coconut in roughly 75
Abaca J [ HERW pepZent of the barangay’s total land area. The average size of an
Coconut (] [] FF N ca plantation is around 5 hectares. Ninety percent of the abaca
R 1 1 ] V\ rs are tenanis while ten percent are owner cultivators
= Rice 't 't B '/ For every hectare of land, farmers plant 2500 abaca
Rool Crops [ f o Pt l'( sudkefs, which cost about five pesos each. Six laborers are hired
Poultry/Livestock 7T 1 AN for/pianting and are each paid P150 a day. Fifteen laborers are
_ feg for clearing and weeding and are each paid P150 per day.
Fish Pond ' ' E 1N ring and weeding is done every five months until the plant
25 in three years. During hanvest, farmers enter into 2 share-
Legend: § - Adull males ¢ - Young males gng arrangement with sakadas. who harvest the crops for a
t - Adult femailes I - Young females of the profit. In addition, farmers also spend about P50 for

food served (o the sakadas. To cover production expenses, majonty

Young male and female family members also participgfe of the abaca farmers rely on their own savings.

the economic activibes of the household. Young male
members share control and responsibility with the male househs

e Sl Seferce Reacarch Cemter, Jovmuary JH



On the average, abaca farmers harvest up fo 350 kilgh
abaca per hectare, Ninety percent of the harvested abaca ig's pre  coconut farm would
to traders or compradas while the rest is used by local farmgrs in 64 trees. A coconut
make handicrafts like duyan (hammock). Good quality abala sgedfing costs P25, Coconuts
lupos, distinguished by its light and shiny mlur._ is sold at ARS8 arvested six times a year
kilo. The lower quality abaca or bainog,  described as rough\ ery 45 days. During peak
brownish in color, is sold at P35 a kilo. Sales profit is then equa ¢easons, a one-hectare farm
divided between the owner and the sakadas coubd yield up to 5000 nuts.
g the lean months from
o May, yield could anly
ach up to 2,500 to 3,000 nuts. Coconut trees can be found alrmost
For every EI.EHZI_ﬂ nuts, farmers everywhere in Brgy. Sta. Cruz
usually set aside only a few
pieces for their own household consumption while the bulk is baked
and gold as copras (dried coconut albumen)

On the average, a one-

In marketing abaca,
farmers transpor their produce
from Barangay Sta. Cruz to the
town center of Buhi by motor-
boat which costs P50 per
pardo (equivalent to 50 kilos)
It s then fransported to the
compradas by fricycle at P30
per pardo. Hauling cost is P2
per kilo. Compradas like the
Sabio Comprada and Arcilla
Comprada located at the town
center, who, in tum, sells the
abaca to Tigaon and Tiwi

For clearing activites, farmers often hire 20 laborers, who
s paid P200 each per day. Clearing activities are done six times a

eaN During harvest time. landowners hire a parakawif, a farm
ofer who picks the nuts from frees using a sickle or kawdt

M. Maxdming Edsugal d on a long bamboo pole, for P300 per day. Picking

abaca products

gMile. Coconut farmers also spend P750 (15 pesos per 100 nuis)
: on labor for dehusking (pagbunof) and shelling (pagtigkal), and
about is plant pests and diseases. Typhoons are also a risk faghe xther P2,000 for baking the coconut meat into copras. For 5,000
Another problem for the farmers is the source of capital since fhepe \ the entire process would take about five days and costs
are no cooperatives or agencies in the area who would lerd fhe arjuryd P10.600

farmers affordable credit. Thus, they often had fo re
compradas for their financial reeds,

The most common problem that abaca farmers complain

Under the Abaca Rehabilitation Program sponsored by e ppproximately B0 kilos. The price of copra varies by season: during
Department of Agriculture {DA), abaca farmers received a grant of pafmonths, copra can be sold for P12 to P15 a kilo; during lean
P2.000 per hectare in 2002, Anocther grant was released in 2006 5, the price may double to P30 a kilo. Sales profit is divided
but this time each farmer received P1,000 per hectare. fetween the tenant and the owner, with 2/3 going to the tenant, who

usually spends for the production, and the rest going to the owner
Coconud Farming. Around 60 percert of the barang
land area i planted to coconuls, with about B0 percent (

Copras are sold fo traders or compradas, notably those
households also involving in coconut farming

owned by the Rodriguez's and Claveria’s, both located at the town

fienes Social Soleroe Researcl Conder, Sy JT00




center of Buhi. In selling copras, farmers first haul their prgf
the docks, costing them P30 per sack. From there, the cq
fransported by mctorboats to the town center at P20 ge
They are finally loaded into tricycles for delivery to the co
at P20 per sack

arketing tie-ups with local rice traders or compradas. Under this !
angement, the compradas extend credit to farmers in the form af
lizers, chemical pesticides and some cash to buy other planting
atenals. In return, the farmers are obliged to deliver and sell 100
percent of their harvest to the compradas, the three most popular of
whom are those operated by Arcilla, Rodriquez and  Claveria in
Buhi. Interest is paid at a rate of one sack of palay for every P1,000
rth of loan. The loan obtained from compradas generally covers
t 80 percent of the total farm expenses. The only expenditure
t farmers pay from their own pockets is for hired laborers, which is
about P5,000 or 20 percent of the total cost. On the average, farm-
ers can harvest up o B0 cavans per hectare, which are then sold at
P400 per cavan. Consequently, an average farmer can earn a net
income of P7.200 per hectare per cropping season. Tenant farmers
nerally get a share of 20 cavans

Farmars complain of a plant disease locally known oS
kadang-kadang. Trees infected by this virus-borne disease are
immedialely cul down to prevent contamination fo other
Strong typhoons are known to destroy crops.  Farm
complained of low prices for their products

Rice Farming. According to the residents, only
of the barangay's land area is devoted to rice farming, all
are imgated. An average rice farmer in the area operalgs a one
hectare farm land

Rice farmers face a number of problems. Foremost of these
e flooding, fungro (a type of virus-caused plant disease ), and the
prifracted problem on land reform.  Flooding, often caused by
hoons and extreme rainfall, usually occurs  during the months of
gplember o Movember, Tungro, the farmers claim, frequently
pffects seed varieties that were introduced by the Department of
Agriculture. Finally, farmers continue to complain about the slow
implementation of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program in
area, where roughly 80 percent are still tenants and 10 percent
landowners. As of this report, there are 60 Comprehensive
anan Reform Program (CARP) farmer-beneficiaries in the
angay. Twenty-five of the beneficiaries reside in Siio Caubasan,
ile 35 are in Sitic Carawisan,

Rice crops are grown in the barangay twice a ye;
January to April, and June to September. Land praparalip
a month; planting may be done in one day, weeding is
days after it is planted, while fertilizers and pesticides ard 8
frequently as required. Farmers use as many as 8 s¥
fertilizers for every hectare of rice land.

Local nce farmers,
on the average, spand
anourd P24,800 per hectare
during each cropping sea-
son. Fenrtilizers account for
65 percent (P16,000) of the
total farm  expenditure
Around P5.000 (20%) is
spent on  hired labar,
Another P1.800 (7%) Is
spent on pesticides; P1,500
(6%) on weeding; and P500
(2%) for palay seeds. Te
meet farm cperating expenses, farmers most often enter into cre

Rice farming in Sitic Poa




Fishing Practices

Targel fish specles. Fishermen in Barangay Stf
target at least 16 vared fish species and crustaceans in La

consumption (Table 3). These fishes include tilapia, ayungin
perch), carpa (carp). dalag (mudfish), sinarapan (pygmy goby), bips
{freshwater goby), puyo (climbing perch), big head (big head carp),
burrawan (Rastrelliger sp.), hife (catfish), and anunusok BiysHs
(freshwater clams), fahong (mussels), ugama (freshwater Arakb
hipon (shrimp), and golden kuhol (snail) are also caught in th aft

Fishing gear used. Fishing in the barangay mostly i
the use of fishing boals (banca)
that are wsually powered by
paddling. They also use a variety
of fishing gears depending on the
target fish species. Lambal (set
gill net) is used to catch tilapia,
siver perch, carp, mudfish and
big head. Silver perch is also
caught using a pahbong or frap.
Banwit (handliines with single
hook) is used to catch freshwater
gobies and climbing perch. For
calfish and anunusok, silo (scoop and deep net) is mostly uEey
Crustaceans are often caught using nothing but bare hands.
local fishermen also catch mudfish and burirawan by “Ble
fishing,” a prohibited fishing practice that makes use of &
powered electric rods to stun fishes along shallow streams.

Fish cage in Lake Buld g

Seasonal calendar. Tilapia is abundant during the months
of March to April and August to September. It is scarce during the
manths of January to February and even more irregular at the onset
of the typhoon season from October o December. On the other
hand, the peak season for catching carp, big head, and burira
from ';"::lnb-er to December when the water level of the lakd
Carp is rarely caught from January to September. However,
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head and burirawan, like most fish and non-fish species in A fish cage yields, on the average. 400 kilos of tilapia. The
freshwalter crabs, mussels and clams can be found all yearfrofnd. (k \39%6) of this harvest is sold o a parafumar or wholesalers, who

The sinarapan (pygmy goby) is more abundant during hen those from whom fish cage operators bought of loaned fish
from March to May and is scarce during the onset of the
season which is around June

5l These wholesalers are located in the lown center of Buhi,
y/a very small portion of the produce is sel aside for household
psumption. The harvest is normally distinguished between good,
Fish caging. Fish caging of tilapia preoccupy 25 percent it big-sized fishes, and buraof, medium-sized fishes. Almost all

the households in Barangay Sta. Cruz, of whom 90 percent are (90%) tilapia growers sell their
self-financed fish cage owners, while the rest are only caretakess prodijce unsorted or ramble for
who depend on financiers for operating capital. Fish cage gfng PES5/per kilo, a few (10%) sell |
generally maintain two 100 square meter fish cages for cfiufing eirr produce pre-sorted. Good or
tilapia. A popular source of livelihood in the municipality, apofit 10 big-sized fishes sell for P79 per
hectares of Lake Buhi is reportedly devoted to fish-cage ¢ e of kilo, while burao! or medism-
tilapia sized fishes sell for P50 per kilo
L Iy, fish growers who sell

T produce unsorbed or ramble
sarm as much as P31,600 while

dwggﬁ:?t;:ﬁin':ymn” €AM | Flamting houses where caretakers stay

LI -

Generally, a fish cage operator spends around P18-568-
maintain a 100-square meter fish cage. This would cover for the

materials needed for by#dihg
fish cage, tilapia fing@rly@s,
fish feeds and hireql fabor.

Three thousand fi
are usually purchase
most often only 2,000 g
survive. Tilapia fingerings fish growers resort to sinking their cages to avoid violent surface
Scost P0.30 each. prts caused by gusty winds. Another problem is the sudden
hundred pesos 15 sge ase in the sulfur content of Lake Buhi, The locals refer to this
== Duy the bamboos At annual phenomenon (particularly in May) as kanuba. It is
--;f:‘_d_ = — mnﬁtracé' t:e fis gd as such because of the offensive odor associated with the
Pa.40 the nef, F syddgn influx of warm water into the lake. In the past seven years,
Installing the nets for the fish c398% |10 sewing materials) 25b have been two episodes of mass fish kills caused by kanuba
for net-sewing. and P250 for the installation cost. A stock of 30U & worst of which occurred in 1988, where the resulting fish kill was
fishes would normally consume about 20 bags of fish feeds. The setfriated to have reached 25 million tilapias. Studies attribute this
price of one bag of fish feeds varies. PS60 if paid in cash; Bﬂfd priomenon to problems on oxidation which may be caused by
PEE0 if bought on credit. Tilapia growers express dismay over this agricultural run-off as well as the unmitigated proliferation of fish
large price differential. Finally, another P400 is also paid tphife cages. Until now, the Municipality of Buhi is faced with the task of
laborers during harvest . implementing proper zoning to control fish pens and cages while at
the same time recognizing and responding to the people’s need to
aarn a living (Resurreccion & Gonzales 2008, par. B).

Residents engaged in this type of enterprise raised several

ems. One is the occurrence of typhoons which most often !



The other problems of fish growers are man-made
sabotage inflicted by fellow growers simply because of en
local fish growers maintain that these saboteurs do not co
their own barangay but from other nearby areas. To guard §
them, fish growers becoma more vigilant by checking on the

gRpeNated from operating small scale businesses like fish vending
eAlanes. Fifteen percent come from salaries and WagEs eamed
by pogstruction workers, drivers, farm laborers and molorboat
opefatprs, while 2 percent consist of remittances by family members
0 OVerseas

unfair input price is also a major problem for fish growers. Since M The expenditure allocation shows that barangay residents
cage operators do noi have enough capital, they are often compelied spend as much as 60 percent on food alone, a behavior typical of
to live with the large unfavorable price differential on feeds whi poof Mouseholds (Figure 3). Twenty percent is spent on children's
they acquire threugh loans. cahon; 9 percent goes to house improvement, 3 percent is spent
ansportation; and 3 percent on medicine

Community Income and Expenditure Patterns

Barangay Sta. Cruz is primarily a farming community degpite
its proximity to Lake Buhi. A tolal of 43 percent of the com i
income is derived from growing abaca, a varety of
coconut, banana, vegetables and other root crops, 20 percent from
nce farming, and 10 percent from fishing (Figure 2). Ten percent

Trans portaticn,
Maedicing, X% e
Hesing

Mate rials, 8%

Remittancos, Small §cale
T8, businessos,

0%

Education, 35%

Fishing, 10%

Abaca, banana, Faod, B0,

cocanul,
wogetable and
roctorops, 43%

igure 3. Community Expenditure Pattern, Sta, Cruz, Buhi, Camarines Sur
2008

L3

Rice, 2%

Figure 2 Community Income Pattern, 5ta. Cruz, Buhi, Camarnings
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Community Calendar of Activities

For the residents of Barangay Sta. Cruz, stress period
period wherein they experience a great deal of uncertainty hd
al the stan of the planting season in January and in June [Table
The typhoon season from September to November, which e uss
flocding in lower areas in the barangay, is also another causeNg
anxiety among the residents. They are also placed under
conbnuous stress from the star of the enrcdment penod in June until
the closing of the school year in March. In this case, the fepr@le
members of the family are most often involved in finding megfns
keep their children in school, often through scholarships

On the other hand, the residents identified the monthd
January and May as happy periods when they can come togethe
with their families to celebrate the Mew Year and the dnnual

-r;n@Q:-mmuMy Calendar of Activities, S%a. Cruz, Buhi, Camarines Sur 2008
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barangay fiesta in May 10.

Since farming is the major source of income for the
residents in 5ta. Cruz, this activity preoccupies most of the
throughout the year. Rice is grown twice every year from J
to April and then from June to September, just before the orke
the typhoon season. Abaca, banana and coconut farming is\al®
done all year round

Residents participate in community activities like
Barangay Assembly, which is held every March and Octobeq
the rabuz where residents come together for a comm unity cle
attend feeding program activities. and to maintain peace and
in the barangay

Daily household activities like cocking, laundry, house
cleaning. and child rearing are participated in by both men and
waomean in the household
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