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INTRODUCTION
PRA proceeded primarily with smallgroup workshops
Backgroumd L barangay officials and informants, with the facilitation of
_ g tmm of the ASRP. In addition, semi-stroctured interviews,
This report describes the peographic, social and fecmomie |[brflinstorming sessions, key informant interviews, direct observation,

conditions of Barangay Poro, Canaman, Camarines Sur. The dita and secondary data collection were also employed.
gencrated using the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) me ha

PRA was used to oblsin accurate information at low-cost g .
time. To enhance understanding of rural conditions, it empla;fed a tmg
of techniques and tools that tapped the knowledge of local inhabit
The PRA aimed to provide necessary information for local devélops

planning.

The PRA was facilitated by the Ateneo Student
Pool {ASRPJ of the Ateneo de Naga University. The conduy :
PRA is part of the ASRP’s training under the Ateneo Social SﬂI_ﬁﬂﬁf
Research Center (ASSRC). As it was a leaming process fpg the
barangay participants, the actual application of PRA tools also £nlp
the research knowledge and skills of the ASRP,

: mlu;rh:y informants on July 31, 2005 and Aupust 7, 2005,
= Bt meeting formed the data-gathering phase, and the second the
atign MNd planning phase.

pls wsed included the following:

ictorical Timeling - outlines the significant events in the
istory of the harangay;
» Environmental Trend - explains the environmental changes
and the quality of the soil, water, and climate of the barangay
i\ 1960°s up to the present;

llage Resource Map - illustrates the major land use of the
Objectives source Picture Cards - present the use and contral of the
sources according to gender and socio-economic status

More specifically, the FEA afmed to; geome and Expenditure Matrices - illustrates the sources of

» Profile the geographic, social, and economic cmﬂitiup?_:ﬂf
the harangay;

s Village Social Map - shows the geographical view of the
» [dentify issues and problems in the barangay; and

barangay, inchading residential and  commercial
establishments:;
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s Trend Lines - includes Population trend, Birth and
rates, and In-Migration and Ohut-Migration rates

« Institutional Profile — describes the institutions in
barangay and their foundation, goals, management,
achievements, and neads;

¢ Venn Disgram - illustrates the relationship of e
mgmmlmuﬂhtheaﬂmorgmummmmim harangay
their comtributions to the barangay;

» Pair wise Ranking - compares and outlines the five majo
problems faced by the barangay,; and

¢ Participatory Modeling - illustrates a2 model of fhe
barangay’s geography in relation to the barangay’s plans

srangay Poro is located 3 kilometers away from the Poblacion
unicipality of Canaman. It has land area of 523 hectares, It is

eay Poro is claimed to have been inhabited by Bikol

ts before Magellan discovered the Philippines.' Like
ient settlernents, the place iz located along the Canarman
ffows westward o the Bicol River. Poro may be one of
i Emenis in the area. It's name came from the native word
“poro”, wifich means “end” and suggests that for a certain period of
ime_ji-was farthest setilement inland or upstream of the Canaman
\Bical River,

¥ Japanese occupation (1942-1944), the residents

gpre Poro (center of the barangay) and staved there for
wpfeays (Table 1). Japanese invaders settled for a short period.
-. the natives of the barangay went back to their old

pased o Bifsgay Poeo wiilien hisory,
4
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Tehle 1: Historical timeline. By, Pora, Ceneman, Camarices

vean | SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
" sqgrs |* Japmncss invaders setiled in Barangay Poo, forcing
* | residents 1o flee from the place.

= Mr. Agapito Agila, former Governor Malenisa and
1950's |  Nbanicipal Coencilor Alahe helped o pal up an
ﬂnd-_ﬂnm

£l e O

» The way o the cenra was through muddy paths e
1S through the Canaman Crock by Saroto (soal] boat) |

« o ety ye

19T reconstnacied using hard wood, public wility jocpmeys

b 1 ply the bamegay 1o Poblacion rowte,

# “The Dresmens™ { Assocation of Coaples) was c

1980°s | help enhance the development potentisls of their bragRy-
|= A Dapcare Cenber was exstablished with the help of 4
{envernor Luss Villafoerie, Barangay Counciliors Copal

Arciola-Balondo and Leticia Vidal
|e Electricity was [sstalled in almass all areas.
= A new buikdng was buik vo bouse the Barmgay

1930's | the Barangay Healkh Center; patha‘roads were oe
|« Typhoom Rosing hit the province, destroying many b

. and crops in the barangsy. =
2000 1o |* Comslruction of another kamang conter on-going.

= W
'pmmlli chome marker (housdary markcer) and the harangay

cutposl were Constractid
3

= —————

By Pars Cosoman Cospraes Sar

early 50°s. Mr. Agapilo Agila donsted & piece of land

the cossgrurtion of an elementary school building.

, e said parcel of land was maccessible 1o ke pupils In

to this, former Governor Malknisa and formes Municipal

Councilor Alsha iniiated the dumping of gravel and sand on the road of
5 b the proposdd clementary s:hood she

the 05, the way io the centro was through the muddy
fioa ar through Ube Cansrmas Creek by harodo {small bow).

Farming was then by carabeo only, Dearing misy days, fshing
gt way of living. For lighting, the residemts used only
thang was. W eCTrRCiTY yei.

M), Improvements wene observed in the hamngay. The first
hal\wns buill. It wns s of wood and some indipenous
hdskerhall court was also installed. The bridges were made
. The rosds were &ill rough, b theee were already

phying the herangny o Poblacion rowe.

time, most of the farmems were sleady using, (brishers
mechanical drier for femwing. Howewer, drought siruck the
mmm:mmwnwnr
e e il resorted o emting oorm and bansm. mp for dinne.

g| the Mmons regime, cheiricdy bosme mailable
pA well or fetch from & scighboring barangay. During ihe
o, Emmarse] Requejo, MAWASA installed & waber system
fas. However, pecording 1o the residenis, the water was
ing the fGirs phase of opeation

I was during 1987 when ihe group called “The Drcsmens™
eodiaiion of Family Couples) was organieed, The assosmsiion mimed
A



Bargngay Profile, Barangay Poro,Camaman, Camarines Sur

e rofile, Borangay Poro,Canaman Camarines Sur

io enhance the development potentials of their barangay. Some pro
were funded by the proceeds of “Mrs. Dreamers Contest™ i
the said organization.

In 1989, a Daycare Center was established with the help o
Governor Luis Villafoerte and through the initiative of Barangay
Councilors Consuelo Arcjola-Balondo and Leticia Vidal The first few
batches of the daycare pupils used the chapel as temporary classroom.

ENVIRONMENTAL PATTERN

During the 90's, additional improvements were observed in
barangay. Eleciricity was instafled in almost all areas except in
sitios. The barangay hall was moved to the newly constructed co
building shared with the Barangay Health Center. Paths and the y Poro has & common clay loam soil. In the 1940"s until
were also paved. Mr. Lo donated a piece of 380-sqm for |the L '8, the soil was of superior quality that farmers need not put
comstruction of pavement leading to the elementary school. The Daycare fertilizers or chemical inputs to have a bountiful harvest. They plant
Center was also moved to a newly constructed school building. pedavgnce a year and after harvest they allow the soil rest for a peried

e Wis an alternative source of livelibood, the farmers tend coconut
ipa palms. However, due to the introduction of fertilivers and
5| the s0il became polluted, thus decreased the harvest of palay.

However, when typhoon Rosing hit the province, many hoyises
and crops were destroyed. Again, the residents were in destitution.

At the beginning of the 21® century, the welcome marky
{houndary marker) and the outpost were constructed The previoul
talipapa was developed into a solar drier. The quality of water in Poro has also deteriorated. During the
iyl 50's, water was still in good condition. The residents get their
g Vvater from the wells. The rivers were abundant with fish and,
time, a good source of irrigation.

Occurrence of typhoons is still frequent, but the residents b
learned their lessons well Being aware of the possible destrug
effects of typhoons, the residents make certain preparations like hajing
a stock of food and batteries and making their houses (most of wig

pwever, the use of chemicals in farming, the changes in
are of light materials) stable against swift and strong winds.

ind the environment, made the river salty, resulting to lower
h. This alieration has been atiributed to the entry of seawater

heTijer. The volume of fish catch declined. However, the number
e palms provided the people an allernative livelihood - nipa shingles
HEINE.

Presently, Mr. Marcos Alano is the elected barangay captain of
Poro. One of his projects is the construction of another leaming center
within (he barangay. The said structure is under construction while this
repor is being written.
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To date. the residents earn from fishing and nipa shi
making. Despite the effecis of pollution and overuse of water resources,
the barangay is maximizing its remaining resources, There are cerain
local ordinances and legislations being implemented in selected areas of

Hm& Barangay Fora, Canaman, Camarine Sur

the barangay 1o ensure the rationalized wse of these resources.

Climate

The climate of the barangay is classified into dry and
seasons. Bainy season is wsually felt from mid June to February.

season is from March to June. In the 1980°s, thers was an

increase in temperature. The residents attribute this to the decrease in

the number of trees in the barangay.

ECONOMIC PATTERN

hure

Essmislg is the primary source of fivelibood of the Poro
mﬂ:mﬂmfnh;mmmﬂﬂmurﬂ%ufﬂrmmhnd

msangiy Poro. Seventy percent (70%) of households are
ing. They have two cropping seasons, the rainy and dry
] rainy season, their main crop is palay. Farmers are able

Piring summer, farmers also plant watermelon and vegetables
Tepiagt, bitter pourd, and upo. Abundant nipa plants along the
Sxved as additional income for the residents.

fior llvehtlmd and household mn:mmpunn. Carabao-

ost of the bouses are located along the paved pathways, while
located near the rice fields. Houses along the road have direct
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shingles (as roofing). Some of the houses are made of por
materials, while others are combinations of light and concrete mite:

Road Services

different kinds of wehicles have given the consiituenis easy a
ion. However, during rainy season the mad in
becomes unsafe for transportation because it is muddy and

ad P3Mpnlnlt‘p!hn. Hﬂtﬂh&hﬂ,mnwuhnupqlxdwpplrﬂf
concrete.

ater, the residents feel sufficiently supplied with drinking water.
Transportation

Residents of Barangay Foro usually use tricycle as means of The barangay is endowed with creeks, making fishing a ready
transportation. A tricycle can load a maximum capacity of § income. The main aquatic resource is pasayan (shrimps).
passengers. A regular fare of PhP 5.00 is charged for every sing i o are normally sold in the Canaman Poblacion and MNaga.
starting from Poro to Poblacion. The barangay is served by gbofi i

umits of tricycle that regularly ply the Poro-Poblacion route. Hov
transportation is difficult in Zone 7 during rainy season. Peog

Zone 7 walk during rainy days. pations
Special Use Places During the lean months of farming, most of the farm wage
’ s\ghifft to construction work, vehicle machine repair
Barangay Poro has a multi-purpose pavement in Zone 4, which and driving to augment income.
is primarily used as a solar drier. It can dry a maximum of 60 afks of
palay at one time. It has a stage comstructed for social :-==- g ern for Meeting Basic Needs

programs and other activities of the barangay. The barangay ¢l
located mn front of the Barangay Hall. The Day Care
sccommodates 60 pupils, age 4 1 6 years.

i .--:-- work. For instance, they engaged in planting and harvesting
1ﬁ!hvmdh3.;lidhluiryml:{hmrﬂ]7mmmiﬁq.

A Health Center is also available in the community- for the
- tifl, mabes in the barangay dominate the work force.

regular monitoring of the health condition of the residents. They
Barangay Health workers who offer services like regular cheqgk®
pregnant mothers, childcare and nutrition, and awareness campdigh

| iz



5‘"@’(&“’- Baramgay Poro,Canaman Camarines Sur

Baramgay Profile. Barangay Poro,Canaman, Camarines Sur

Asset Use and Control by Socio-Economic Groups

The participants classified each household as rich, middle
poor. The rich (3%) are residents who have gone abroad, own big =T : : ,
property and car, or capable of sending their children to college without _ significant pumber of them arc engaged in farming. For instance, the

financial constraint. °f :
e by are believed to be the ones who toil the soil. Men primarily
The middle (45%) classes are those who could send control over the means of transportation such as padyak and
children to college but still experiencing financial diffi
sometimes. They are the residents who bomow money

sonnlly. ﬂnﬂtmhuhand.mtﬂnunfhumﬂuldmngemm,lh:
occasional T y have the control particularly over budgeting.
Lastly, the poor {52%) are the residents who do not own land to owever, toth of them have control over household management.

farm and are, thus, laborers or tenants to landowners. They are
who always experience problem financially and difficulties
sending their children to high school

i Modt of household expenses are generally distributed 1o daily
The middle class owns the farmlands, tractors, and other fugmlgg - mnﬁmwa.m-mnfmummnm:mm
aqm;mmlndmpmmhmumms.ThHEm:gmﬁ:m S0 NCED
for agriculture production. In addition, some members of the middiE

class own padyak and tricycle,

During harvest, majority of farm owners hire kasama (
farm workers) from the poor class to assist in the farm
landowners transpori the harvested palay and bagas (milled ride)\to
Poblacion and/or nearby barangay for wholesale and retail. In
poor class is the retail buyers of the bagas locally.

During off-planting season, members of the poor class of the
barangay work as padyak and tricycle drivers. Some do backyard
gardening ot open a small-scale business such as sari-sari stores (vari
store), and korinderya (eatery). Since has crecks, the resid
catch freshwater fish and pasavan, which are either sold or
by the family.

13
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________ . \ _ = ._ g
" Medium 4.
SOCIAL PATTERN | - / ‘

T
rates, Bey. Poro, Canaman, Cam Sur, 1950-2005

the other hand, mortality rate has also consistently increased
rom 1950°s to 1960°s, the major causes of death were old
ulm.s.[n 1970°s, measles emerged as one of the primary
e nf mdrtality. However, through the anti-measles vaccine, the
prem:uui. From 1980's to present, the death rate
ly/increased due to old age, hypertension, and heart attack,

First Settlers

It is believed that the first setilers came during the 12®

as suggested by the excavated relic jars in the barangay. 'I'Iuprnmm
families since the start of the start of the 20® century were the Asoria

Vidals, Aguilars, Decenas, Lopezs, and Gatas,
Population

In 2003, there were approximately 1, 522 people, 762 fxmies
and 760 males, in Barangay Poro.

Birth and Mortality Rates

The birth rate in Barangay Poro has been higher

mortality rate since 1950, In spite of the introduction o i o I
planning, the birth rate continues to increase (Figure 1). Resident) ¢ - |
that the easy access for these communication media, inclhdi ' Low -+ |
pornography, and illegal drugs contributed to the increase in unwanted : é |

i 1950 1960 1870 1560 1300 2000 2005

R

{2 Mortality rate, Bgy. Poro, Canaman, Cam Sur, 1950-2005

0% ]
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In-Migration

In-migration increased in from 1950 o 2005 (Figure 3). High -
increase has been the result of inter-marriages of residents with
outsiders. Women who marry 4 non-resident usmally stay in the - Medium
barangay because of close ties with their families. Non-residents
also encouraged to reside in the barangay because of hospitable Low
good environment, and peaceful community.

1950 1968 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 |

e vy

A |
Figure 4, Out-migration trend, Bgy. Poro, Canaman, 1950-2005

High -
I-Il.l'n L
Low =

old Distribation

Majority of the households are located along the provincial road
access to transportation

There are 40 households n Zone 1, 33 in Zone 2, 33 in Zone 3,
i Zone 4, 32 in Zone 5, 48 in Fone 6, and 37 in Zone 7. The
kay has an average of 37 households per zone.

I
I
|
[
|

1950 1968 1870 1960 1550 2000 2005 .

Figure 3. In-migration trend, Bgy. Poro, Canaman, 1950-2005

Crut-migration also increased gradually in the late 1960%s (Fighu
4). The residents attribute this to urbanization, particularly the ses
job opportunities in urban areas, like Naga. These residents
decide to settle in urban areas primarily for job opportunities.

In the 1970s, drought due to the El Nifio phenomenon caused the
out-migration. With very scarce resource, most residents went to their
respective relatives in nearby towns and cities for refuge.

Fconomic Status’

Households in the barangay are classified as rich, muddle and
punr The rich (3%) are residents who go abroad, own big properties,
ars, or capable of sending their children to college withowt
gaficial difficulties.

¥ The socio-economic classification is based on the participants” sl perecption of poverty
and socisl classes in their community.
8
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The people who belong to the middle (45%) class are those wh
could send their children to college but still experiencing financial
difficulties. They are residents who bomow moncy occasionally,

The concrete barangay chapel adjacent to the barangay hall was
pAnstructed through the efforts of the Local Government Unit of
Canaman and the barangay constituents. The chapel serves as the center

Lastly, the poor (52%) are the residents who are landless. They for religious activities. The barangay fiesta is celebrated every 12 day

are usually skilled and unskilled laborers or farm workers, They always gfftay with San Roque as patron Saint.

experience financial difficulties, particularly in sending their children to 5

high school. ealth

Freparat ucation The Barangay Health Station is located beside the Barangay Hall
i within the barangay pavement. The barangay has seven Barangay

- Workers (BHWS), 6 of whom are femnales and 1 is male. Each
is assigned to a zone. The barangay health workers receive a
monthly honorarium of P300.

The common illnesses in the barangay are flu, colds, and
Ypyriension. The barangay health station provides free medicines and
ofhey bealth services for such illnesses. Most of the residents go to

myhmmmcmkmm&my
mhlm].huflmlms,hhsl?myﬂmwh
14 boys and 13 girls, handled by one teacher.

Primary Education

The Poro Elementary School offers grades | to 6. It has seven : ; 3 : T el
functional rooms with 17 teachers and a school head. . in S/Y 2005- - als in Naga City, e.g. Bicol Medical Center, for serious illnesses.
Emﬁ.thmml*ﬁ?mnu::{lﬂf:mlumdﬂmhs}. %ace and Ovder

Secondary Education

Bﬂumthmdﬂﬂmhwummdwyuhmlmﬂﬁf
Ehﬁhﬁxﬁbm:ﬁﬁmwmm&u}m&hﬂ%h

ui 15 to 20-minute ride by tricvele barangay There
“]mmm|mg5lﬁ};lﬂﬁﬂ1;M}M$E@y Conflicts are very rare. If there are conflicts that cannot be
: sefiled by barangay authorities, they usually ask for the assistance of the

Majority of barangay population are Roman Catholics, while
some are members of the Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ) and Born
Again Christians,

Bmw?nm*apmnﬂurderhm&uimdhy]lhumy
Nodds, with 3 of them patrolling every night. They receive a monthly
b} rari ﬂfm-
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INSTITUTIONAL PATTERN

The Institutional Profile discusses the foundation & goals,
management, achievements and needs of local groups and institutions
within the barangay (Table 2).

Internal Organizations

There are several existing organizations in Barangay Poro. Three
of these organizations were organized in the 1980s and continue 1o

function 1o this day.

The Prayer Group, a religious organization, conducts prayer
meetings usually attended by female children every Sunday at the
barangay chapel. The prayer meetings help to instill the importance of

[EVETENCE,

‘D Dreamers is an organization of the elderly, which conducts
fund raising for several civic and social projects. ‘D Dreamers built the
kampanaryo (bell tower) in their barangay chapel. This organization
also made the construction of a waiting shed and a solar dryer possible.

The Barangay Agriculiural and Fishery Council {BAFC) is an
organization of local farmers and fishers for sharing new and traditional
methods of pesticide and fertilizer usage. Also, the BAFC provides its
members affordable grains, fertilizers, and pesticides.

\.. Prajile. Barangay Foro,Canaman, Comarines Sur

SR

Tab y)w profils, Barangay, Poro, Canaman, Camarines 547, 2005

YEAR |
GROUP | ORGANIZEDAND | MANAGEMENT | ACHIEVEMENT | NEEDS
CGHOALS
U Instilled in
|young's mind the '
Established in Mo election of | exsence of being | Cooperation |
1580 1o encournge |officers; young | reverent; laf every
residents aftend | girls are usually | comtimsously |
prayer meeling £ts members | conducts prayer
meeting every
L I: ;Enﬂlj
'Started 53 8 dream | Kampanaryo;-
|t it became & [Election of | waiting shed: | » aditional
L reality in 1987. 1t |officers every 2 or |solar dryer; Al waky,
| Dreaders\ |mims to helpthe | 3 vears; comprises provides cooperalion
barangayinany the elderly recreation for iy |
possibile way | | members ]
Started in May | No set of officers; | Helped residents
Ko 2004 to serve the | consists of padyal | travel
Poro to Cansman | drivers as |eonveniently o
paned route members {the town propet
Established in  |p_ s 100k their| Ort=d
1989 1o help affordsble grams. Additional |
B enlighten the part an menton Fertillizers;
. ofthe |ToF the suooess of foans:  [Tomde l
| urdens the crginieni granted <
farmers e increased harveds |
: "Founded on Bi-annual election | Catered bow costs | Additional
¥ | August 2004 of officers basic commodipes | capital
[Movember 2004 Preventod abuses |
| oo profect women | | that would depeive '
| from abuses women

<‘ The following organizations were created in 2004,
2
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The Camaman Tricycle Operators and Drivers Associatiy
{CATODA) was organized for the tricycle route from Poro to Poblacio
The CATODA helps residents travel conveniently to and from
Poblacion. Fifty tricycle units ply the Poro-Poblacion panel route.

SIKAP Bayamihan is an organization that provides peopls
dﬂmpﬁsﬂf'ﬂiﬂmmﬂhﬁm@mﬂmlﬂﬂiﬂhﬂﬂﬁ i
stones.

Viclence Against Women (VAW) is an organization that was
established to promote the protection of women from abuses. Their

Bgramgay Profile, Barangay Poro, Canaman, Camarines Sur

7 - DEMELOPMENT AGENDA

Key Problems

main concerns are battered wives and neglected children in fhe

| Capital, Lack of capital for farming is the major problem in

barangay. It encourages women to report 1o the authorities if they are
suffering from any form of abuse.

External Organizations

Government agencies provide the necessary mierventions (o
rural development. Primarily, the LGU of Canaman, with the aid of th
Depariment of Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department o
Socinl Welfare and Development (DSWD), Department of Health
(DOH), Department of Public Works and Highways (DFWH), and
Department of Agriculiure (DA), assists the barangay in diffenf
aspects and levels of development concerns.

Some internal organizations rely on the external ones in Ny
implementation of their programs (e.g. the BAFC coordinates with th
DA). Cihers implement independent mitmiives.

23

Barangay Poro. Farmers have no choice but to borrow money before the
sart of the planting season. During harvest, the eamings accumulatad
froyn the 3-month wait are not sufficient to pay off the debts acquired
fop a money-lender, usually & Bombay (a money lender usually of
an descent).

Irrigation. During summer season, the sabtwater from Pasacao
gets into the sulomg (water current) where the irrigation supply comes
om thus making irrigation watey inappropriate to the rice fields.

Gambling. Tong- its (a Jocal card game similar to mahjong) is
most rampant game in the barangay. It has become one of the
profblems in the barangay because many unemployed got engaged in it

has aleo become a bad influence to the youth

... Livelikood. Another problem.in. Barangay Poro is the absence of
lihved suppon from the government: The residents have been
waiting for actions, particularly on income generation to alleviate
poverty in barangay Poro.

4
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