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INTRODUCTION
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The Ateneo Social Science Research Center (ASSRC) Background
would like to acknowledge the following institutions and individuals
who provided support fo the completion of this report:

This report describes the bio-physical, social and economic
ions of Barangay Gabas, Buhi, Camarines Sur. In the data
athering, the researchers used the Parficipalory Rural Appraisal
(PRA) method. The PRA was used fo obtain accurate information
at low-cost and limited time. To enhance understanding of rural
itions, it employed a range of technigues and tools that tapped
ledge of local residents. The PRA aimed o provide the
The Center for Community Development; necessary information for local development planning.

The Ateneo Student Ressarchers Poaol;
The Ateneo Social Seience Research Center; and

The Barangay Council of Gabas, Buhi, Camarines Su
The Participants of the Participatory Rural Appraisal,

The PRA was conducted by the Ateneo Social Science
= Center (ASSRC) with the Aleneo Student Ressarchers
RSRP) of the Aleneo de Naga University for the Canter for
The many men and women whose names we regre punity Development (CCD). The PRA was generally aimed at
failed to mention but whose help, in one way or anodg fesafibing the current bio-physical and socio-economic conditions
made a differance in the conduct of this study. 1 Barangay Gabas in order to serve as bases for entifying and
igning specific CCD project interventions in the community,

DI0S MABALOS SAINDO GABOS! Objectives

cifically, the PRA aimed to:
rofile the bio-physical, social and economic conditions of
grangay Gabas;
ntify current issues and problems in the barangay, and
Delineate possible courses of actions in the future for
improving conditions in the barangay.
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Methodology

ind mapping was used to delermine the major problems
g the community, (is causes, possible solubions, and the
fous organizations and insttutions thal assist the communiy in
folving these problems; and

The PRA was conducted at the Chapel of Barangay
Buhi, Camannes Sur on Oclober 5, 2008. It was participated\b
barangay officials and residents as key informants and faciNaie
by a 10-member team of the ASSRC and ASRP. |t proceadead Wik
simuitaneous group workshops that empiloyed techniques like meta
planning, themalic mapping, key informant interviews
paricipant observation. The results of the workshops
supplemented by secondary data in the public domain
shops and key informant interviews utiized the
tools

storical timeline was used lo document the unfolding of
history drawn from the participants’ recollection. This
udes events and people that contributed to the community's
growih.

= Gender resource and social map was used to
geographical view of the barangay, including existing -
and commercial establishments. public infrastructures and
facilities. location of sooo-sconomec groups. Le nch, middle
poor class households. natural resources available to
including crops, livestock, and fishery resounces; and the

and conirol of the resources by sex,

= Annual calendar of activities was used o depict the

social and economic activities that preoccupy most of the residents
during specific months of the year and the involvemani g
residants according to sex,

# Income and expenditure charis were used fo iBus
percentage datribution of community expenditures and
its source,

= Fiow dagrams were used io Slusirate current production and

marketing practices, the major products produced in the barangay,
the intarrelationships batwean production and marketing m:ludru

Mt Sawc ol S Mosesrol U anler, o JTNHE



in an election held in 1972, Jesus Oliva was elecled as the

d barangay captain of Gabas and served for the next three

W In 1975, Pefaflor was re-glecied as Barangay Captain and
he seat until President Marcos was ousted in a coup in 15986,

DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT

1. Histoncal Timealing, Gabas, Buhl, Camarines Sur, 1947-1888

Historical Timeline

According to the old residents of the area. the name
barangay onginated from an amulet-hunting activity w

=
|/ 1947

i

Significant Events

Gabas was a Sitio of Barangay Bura-Buran (former
name of Barangay San Vicente), Buhi, Camarines Sur

people from neighboring areas would come to three known spriggs
or burabod located within the barangay to look for an  amulet
amulets were said 1o possess mythical powers that the

wearer from harm. Collectively, these three springs came fo be
known as 'ginagabasan ning anting-anfing' or the place where
obtain amulets. From the word ‘ginagabasan,’ it was
shoriened to ‘gabas " to refer (o the place,

Residents traced their ancestry to neighboring Tiwg
Malinao in Albay who left during an eruption of the Mayon Vol
During the 1930's, there were approximately 11 families livin
Gabas, among them are Bobis, Buela, Caceres, Casulla, Celso,
Celestina, Gaite, Ibamienios, Noe, Serdo and Undecimo.

In 1947, Gabas was only one of the siios or
comprising Barangay Bura-buran (now Barangay San Wi
Buhi, Camarines Sur. When Elpidic Pefiaflor became a Bar
Kagawad of Bura-buran, he petitioned Barangay Captain Vicidqno
Cas to separate Gabas from Barangay Bura-buran.

It was in 1965 that the barangay built its first infrastructure,
a Caftholic chapel, on a land donated by Mrs. Felipa Ibarrienios-
Sta. Ana Gabas officially became a separate barangay from
Vicente and Elpidio Pefiaflor became it's first Tenienfe del ;
(Barangay Captain). In October 1970, the Barangay Halllwa
construcied on the same lot donated by Mrs, Ibarrientos-Sta. A

Rresivar Svenn Spvpeaee Boscarodr oer, oy

Barangay Ragawad Elpidic Pefiaflor together with
Kagawad |saac Buela initiated the separation of Gabas
from Bura-buran. Pefaflor asked the Barangay
Captain of Bura-buran, Victoring Cas to separate
Gabas from Bura-buran. Thera were 30 families living

in the barangay during this lime.
The construction of the Barangay chapel began on a

Elpidio Pefaflor became the first Barangay Captain of
Gabas

Construction of the Barangay Hall started

Pefiaflor lost the re-election and Jesus Oliva replaced
him as Barangay Captain.

Elpidio Pefaflor was re-elected Barangay Captan and
governed until Presideni Marcos was ousted

Paving of the barangay roads.

Electricity was introduced to the barangay

A potable water sysiem was infroduced to the area.

Gabas Elementary School was established




From 1988 to 1998, Barangay Gabas saw the rise of =
of its major infrastructures, [ts road network was built i
starting from Zone 6, which is one of the main entrances\t
barangay. In 1982, CASURECO Il began to supply
some households in Zone 6. In 1996, a water system (kmiows
the residents as aguas) was developed, providing residents
potable drinking water. The barangay s only schoaol, the Gl‘nu
Elementary School, was consiructed on a land donated b
Gregono Gaite in 1988,

Environmental Patterns
'I‘na soil in Gabas is generally said to be made up of clay

Land Area and Political Subdivisions

Barangay Gabas iz siluated eight kilomelers southgs
Barangay Poblacion, the town center of the town of] B
Camarines Sur. It is bounded by the Lalo River in the
the Afgo River in the east, Bmgw&:n‘u’inlnunnm:nutmd
Barangay San Francisco on the west. Barangay Gabas has A6t
land area of 108.6321 hectares and is subdivided into /sex@:
Zones,

1. Gender Resource and Social Map, Barangay Gabas, Buhi,
pg Sur, 2008

Agriculfure. The presence of rivers and creeks around the
barangay makes it ideal for planting crops such as palay, corn,
coconut, sugarcane, and banana. The residents derived their
primary source of income from these crops.
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Social Patterns

Zone 1 has the most concentrabion of rice farms bec$
its proximity to the Lalo River on the northwest and the B
Creek on the southwest making it suitable for rice produdciion.
Coconut trees are generally grown in Zone 4. However, in Zogedg,
3 5 B and 7, aside from coconut trees, these areas are\g
planted to com and banana It is common to find bananas inté
cropped with coconut frees. Sugarcane plantation is also found in
Sitio Bugtong, which i$ situated in Zone & and 7.

in the same Gender Resource and Social Map (Figure 1),
articipants described the distribution of households by socio-
ic status as well as the current state of exisling social
ipAfasiruciures and facilities in the barangay. Supplemented by sec-
Egidarjr data, the current conditions in the barangay are describad

; | ography
Livestock. Lwestock is raised by 70 percent of the
holds in Gabas (BNS, 2008). It consists of swine, caftla, ch

and goats.

The official population count of the barangay as of the
August 2007 census is 1,056 persons (www.nsch.gov.ph). This has
increased o 1,185 persons consisting of 230 households based on
the February 2008 count by the Barangay MNutritionist Scholar (BNS,
Z00H). Gabas is composed of relatively more females (53%) than
males (47%).

Resource Use and Control by Gender

Figure 1 also reveals that majority of the resources used in

family. They are solely responsible for managing the produfic The haousehaolds in Gabas

- generally consist of five membears.
The distribution of the household
size is further categorized into four
groups with the interval of three,
except for the last category (Figure
2). Using these categories, data
show that nearty half (49%:) of the

responsibility is shared between the adult male and
members of the family. Family labor is widely uilized in 1§
activities, except in sugarcane production wherein labor 1= ¥
rendered by adult male members of the family.

Table 2, Resource Use and Contral by Gender, Gabas, Buhi, 2008

g households in Gabas have four to
Resources Confraol Responsibility Labor : :
=T j s | ] Six mambars. One-third [(30%)
i e have one to three members. One-
Comn i [ R w8 T~ fifth (17%) have very large
Banana ] i B of Fearly Merrd housahaold size of seven to nine
_Efbgar:ana ¥ i i members, while a few (3%) have
2 Household Size, Gabas, fen or more members.
Coconut [ [ K] , Camarines Sur, 2008
Animals/ 1 1 ¥
Livestock
Legend: ¥ - Adult males t — Young males
f - Adult females 1 = Young females
vt e Socdad Soremee Research Conrer, Simmosy J8 3
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Water and Sanitation Facilities

BNS (2008) report on Famiy Profile shows that 87
of the households source thewr water from springs and o
percent have piped-n water systems. The same report
that magonty (51%) of the households utilze open pit todet facilibes:
less than a half (45%) use water sealed todet facilities, while two
percent of the households simply do not have any toiets to

Socio-economic Status

plann
i x]

Rich famibes, on the other hand, own comparatively large
of agricultural and pasture land They also own motor
for transportation. Their houses are sturder and primarily

of concrete.  Most of them are governmant employees

family members working abroad They practice family
ing and usually have three children These families can afford
their children to coliege.

amannes Sur, 2008

and

4. Sammary Descripton of Socig-sconomic Groups, Gabaa. Buhi,

SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUPSTDESCRIPTION

The FGD participants characterized poor, middie CATEGORIES
familes respectively as follows ﬁ Pow —— e
Orams large tracts
The poor famibes in Gabas are described as those who -uL:-Anur-p ruﬂ:m Mﬁm N v
have no regular source of income. They do not own any farm ot
and often work in temporary, seasonal jobs as farm laborers Ergaged in tem Government
house helpers. They do nol practice family planni porary, geasonal | Hove jobs in amployess, have
consequently have as many as 9 fo 15 chidren. The ol & farm waNch Ty 980 |ty mambers
cannot afford 1o send these children to school, which s a e e working oversess
w“mhi:wmwmuhmanﬂMM 7
in y is increasing. Food for the family is a PR S S -
problem. Poor famikies do not get to take proper food and eat only c.__ P oo | vt et e
once or twice of the regular meal in a day Oftentimes, they N\ b uummT g 2
Cassava, sweel polalo, and banana as substitute for rice, Carnol affor 1
houses are made of temporary. ight matenals like nipa send ek WL S —c
and bambog e childiren aven 1g | 290 hew S
sarmentary ""’“‘I i '”""""I -
Middie income families have access to small plots o -
where they can grow crops and earn their ivelihood. They \V Made of Made of semi- | Made of
have daily cash income from non-farm livelihood aclivities. They trpn lemporary. kghl | parmanent concrets housng
ive in houses made of semi-permanent materials, usually a mix of malaria b thorioly
m-ﬁmm;rqm-m:ﬁmmwm-ndmwm 7
iy three full meals a and Farmity
Sl ch o day are able to wm""’""‘"’ LI Yiou Yeu
Farmay! MEn O fTeE Frog Three
hiouaheid §Ea rembars Mty RTINS

Rrwmigni ot i el Yty My eparrg i § 'yosrer, sy TTHIG




Preportion and Location of Poor families

Economic Patterns

Using the descriptions abowe, the participants plage
proportion of poor familes kving i thesr community al 68
meddie income famibes af 30 percent, and nch famili
parcent The incidence of poor familos in Gabas is vary ™
above the official estenate of 41 percant for Camarings Soer in 2 008
(NSCB, 2008). The reason for this difference is the definition ol
“whal iz poor”

ihcod Activithes

Barangay ‘Gabas is largely a farming commundy. Mosi of
the househoids rely on crop production for Ivelihood, producing
maiply coconud and com. They likewiss grow nod and banana
Aty parcent of the households also raise pouliry. hogs and
o supplement Eher mcome (BNS 2008). Sugarcanae is
growin in e barangay by a famdy clan of 3 houssholds The
sugarcans s made (nto & swesl delicacy known locally as
Eangkaka arnd sold i the Iown cender of Buhi and in other nearby
rumnicipalifes. A greal majonty of the farmers in the area or about
mrﬂ owns the @and they cullivate while 10 percent ane

Majority of poor famibes are located in Zones 4
Middle income families are concentrated in Jonos 5 &
while rich families ane located in Zones 2, 3 and 4

Public Facilites and Services

Thahe &g four publs social nfrastructures eosting
Barangay Gabas and all am located in Zone 3 These a
Barangay Haill, the Barangay Health Center, the Gabas E
School and a Catholic Chapal

ing and Marketing Practices

Coconuf Procuction. Of the barangay's total land area of
B3 hectares, 58 percan are planted 1o coconuts About 35

in ferms of of the house-
utibves, most of the m the  community
holkds have eleciricly suppled afe angaged in coconut
by CASURECO Ii. The ng. Average farm
alss an exisbng ba 5 fom one-half
re o two heclares

howevar = nadequate harvest, houss-
gifs can harves! up 1o

nute for avery
octars. A small poriion
of the harves! is a8l aside as seadings and for home
consumption, white the res! (80%) ame baked and sold a8 Copra
idried coconut albumen). The coprs is ransporied by jeapney and

The Barangay Health Canber [ = L sk
O N MUy



trcycla (i P18 per sack) to the lown camler where | & 96
compradas or fraders. Generally, the net procesds of the
% drvided between the landdwner ang the enanrts uner
third-two-ihirds shanng arrangement, where the tenant fa
e higher share for shouldering the cost of produchon

ky would charge a 10 percent mnterest rate only on ageng loans
fases whare the farmers hawe an ewimbing loan with a
ipripracs, hey are obliged o sell ther products o them The

gunt of the loan i deducted from the proceeds of the sale. Thia
ol credit-markeling arangement & & source of frustralion
grhiong farmers, complaining that the buying price sel by the
compradas is unmeasonably low.  However, farmers without loans
sall their products to the comprada which would offer the highast

Gk Tor their goods. As of this report, the price of copra is at P25
~g il

Coconut farmers would spent an average of PJ E0D
production  pariculardy when
there is & need o replace aging
and damaged tress. |0 i case
BE parcenl B usually spent on
seadings alone to replace the
trees damaged by he kedeng-kedang
viris and damages caused siray
animals Hired labor would 8
account for 32 percent of the
total production cosi Te
minimize expenses on  |labor,
farmers turn to family |abor. Com farmers spend as much as P10,000 per hectare for
Transporting the produce in the a8 uclion. Fenilizers account for nearty 90 percent of the total
form of copra fo the compradas pypgnditures whilke 10 percent are spant on labor Corn farmers
located at the town cenier of yr into credit-marketing te-up with the compradas. Loans
Buhi would account for 2 parcent pally come in the form of fentikzers which cary a minemum of 10
of the iotal production costs. percent inlerest rate and which can 9o as high as 15 percent
Capial for farm operabons ane Abhen ioans are availed, farmers are required to sell their produce
1|::ITIFI1EITI|!|' shouldered by e cocont trees afecisd by e Ne comprada at a price dictaled by the latier
Armens

Cam Farming. Com production is the sacond largest
source of income of households in Gabas It involves aome 20
percent of the households and oocupies 11 parcant of is total land
ared. Average farm size is one hectare. About 50 percent of the
TOM growars are landowmers, 35 percent are share tenants, while
ihe rest ane leaseholdars

Unlke coconut and nce farmers. credit 15 harder to come by
corn growers because of the length of tme it takes for the com
community. The farmers said that they tum o compradas fo e harvested which takes about & months from the time it was
o sustain thes household's food consumption or to finance Thed pfinted.  Loan payments for the fertilizers are then deducted from
children's educational axpenses. In ram occasions, thay also b the-procesds of the sale This kind of arangement s often
to them for loans to finance their famy's operating expenses atfvantagecus to the farmers as the buying price set by the
acly & most often relatively low

Compradas reprasanl a major support System

Thema are four compradas in the area, magonty of whick
amy FEipino-Chinose ownad. They do not charge imterest of 5
which are paid by farmers in lump sum immediately after



Banana, Peanut and Vegefable Producltion. Around 14
xnt of barangay’s total land area is planited to bananas,
s and wegetables. .
as are FETETT %
ropped with coconuts
e percent of the house-
oids in (Gabas are -3
engaged in banana [
g, of which about 50
percent are landowners, 40
percent are tenants and 10
percent are leaseholders
Production cost in - banana
farming is minimal because
seetings are sourced from  Bananas ame intercropped with coconuls
igHbors for free, Labor
cost per harvest is P150. Jeepneys and fricycles are used for
Mibution at P5 to P15 per basket At times, banana growers are
e by buyers al which farmgate prices are competitively set

Rice Farming. Rice i usually grown twice a year
Oictober to March and then from May to Awgust. About 15 g
of the househclds in i
Barangay (Gabas are '
engaged in rice farming. -
Approximately 18 percent
of the total land area of
Gabas is devated to rice,
of which 90 percent are
cultivated by landowners
and 10 percent by share
tenants. Average farm
size 5 less than one
hectare. The tenancy
system usually follows a
two-thirds-one-third
sharing arrangement where the share tenant, who usually shoulders
the cost of praduction, gets the higher share of the produce.

Rica farm

For a one hectare rice land, an average farmer
F15,000 per cropping period. This is allocated to ferilizers %),
farm labor (26%), pesticides (20%), and seeds (14%). One hic!
af rice farm requires one cavan of seedlings. During good harhss
farmers can produce up to 80 cavans per hectare, half of which is
=0ld and the rest is used for home consumption,

About 25 percent of the households grow peanuts, normally
ay fo November, in small plots in their backyard or in nearby
Ant lots. In total, these plots comprise |ess than one hectare,
# can of peanut zeedlings costs P200, Minety percent of the
pegduce are sold in the market while the rest are consumed by the
ehold. The produce are delivered using a jeepney or a tricycle
i per sack. The buyers usually dictate the price, Currently,

Rice farmers also obtain loans from compradas whid
nimum price for peanuts iz P220 per can.

use o cover their household's food consumgption and ch
education. Cash loans do not incur any interest especially
mmedialely after harvest, A 10 percent inferest rate is chaxged
only on loans obtained in the form of farm inputs like ferdilizers 35
well as on aging loans. Farmers who have existing loans with
compradas are obliged to sell their produce to the latter. This credit-
markebng be-up ks also an expressed problem among rice farmers
since they are subjecied to relafively low buying prices set by #1E
comprada .

Vegetables are also grown by residents in their backyards,
December until March of the following year. Ninety percent of
hpuseholds are engaged in backyard gardening but mainly for
g consumption only, Any surplus is sold for some extra
rcome,  Some of the vegetables cultivated by the residents are
eggplants (falong), string beans (sifaw), Chinese cabbage (pechay)
and bittergourd (ampalaya). \Vegetable growers only incur
ransporfation cost since wvegetable seeds wsually come from
neighbars



The expenditure allocation of households shows that 40
tnt of their income is spent on food (Figure 4). They give
on both education and farming, with each aceaunting for 20
knt. They also allocate 10 percent of their income on social
hdfentertainment activities like cockfighting, videoke, smoking and

pohol. The rest are spent on utilities (6%). clothing (39%), and
edicine (1%).

Income and Expenditure Patterns

In general, the bulk of the income eamed by the
holds in Gabas comes from coconut farming, which a
40 percent of the iotal aggregate income of househalds in
(Figure 3), Corn farming ranks second, accounting for 20 p-a
followed by banana farming (15%) and rice farming (10%).
residents of the barangay are government employees while uther:
work in the private seclor as construction workers and sales cle
Their income, which is in the form of salaries and wages, a
for 13 parcent. Two percent of the barangay’s total income
from other sources like livestock raising and remitta
family members working abroad.

Food, 40%

Wages. 13%
Coconul,

Coting
Enfe riainmand, Bl % ;

0%

Banana, 15%

i re 4. Expendiiure Pattern, Gabas_ Buhi, Camarines Sur, 2008

Corn, 20%

Flgure 3. Income Pattern, Gabas, Buhi, Camarines Sur, 2008
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Community Calendar of Activities

For the residenis of Barangay Gabas, “stress pamncd| or
the period wherein they feel a great deal of uncertainty
during the months of June o August (Table 4) It intensi
during months of September to December with the coming of
typhoon season. Typhoons adversely affect their crops which are
thedr main source of [ivelihood. Many of the residents also fall @l
during this time

They also expernience inlense stress during the hot morgh
of March and April, The residents relaied that, aside
damaging their crops, unusually hot weather conditions
them from planting more crops. The start of enroliment in J
another stress penod. However, it i mone ntensely felt by

adult female members of the family, especially the mothers, si
they bear the burden of trying to squeeze into the meager family
budget the financial needs of their children,

At the same time, residents also dentified the mont
March to Apnl, August to October and December as “hppp
penods” Harves! tme occurs during the months of March, Ap
and August or Seplember. Residents are also in their h
moments during August and Seplember as they start prepanng for
the annual barangay fiesta which is held on October 8 - 3. The
traditional Christmas and Mew Year celabrations are also
priods for them

A%

Farming activities aré done all year round. Coconut
banana farming is done continuously throughowt the ywag
Coconuts are harvested almost daily. While fewer coconuts am
harvesled dunng summer, farmens recene Righer prces for hair
produce during this tme, Rice and com production is done twice a
year, from October to March and then from May to September.

[ Jami

Gabas, Bubs, Canakines| 5

=\

Calendar of Activil

............




Fesidents alzo partcipate in community activibies durin
Holy Week with the traditional Pabasza. Barangay Assembli
also held in March and October

Daily household activities like cooking, cleaning, wasHing of
clothes, and child rearing are mostly done by the female me
of the family.

DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES

Institutional Patterns oblems and Coping Mechanisms

Farticipants during the meata planning warkshop related the
pfoblems being faced by the community and how they are coping
with these problems (Figure 5). The six major problems that were
identified are discussed below,

had made some imporiant contribution to the development o
barangay. All three insttutions are government agencies.

program and gawe lectures on family planning in the bars
Second is the Sangguniang Panlalawigan, which provided Lies
with funds to build the barangay roads. Last is the Local
Government Unil (LGU) of Buhi, which provided relief assistance-
the past when a number of typhoons severely affected the pfog
in the barangay.

: Mind Mapping. Barangay Gabas, 2008
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