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i. Background

The Brief Profile of Barangay Dinaga, Canaman,
Camarines Sur is an output of the Student Researcher’s Pool
and key persons in the barangays as part of the training of the
former on Participatory Action Research using the Participatory
Rural Appraisal (PAR/RRA) methodology last December 7,
2003 by the Ateneo Social Science Research Center (ASSRC)
of the Ateneo de Naga University.

2. Objectives

and techniques specifically selectéd to enhance
understanding of rural conditions, with particular emphasis on
tapping the knowledge of local inhabitants and cambining that
knowledge with modern sclentific expertise. Many PRA tools
and techniques are usually adopted to achieve increased
accuracy at low cost, in terms of time and money.

During the fieldwork, two separate meetings were held
at the Barangay Hall with key persens in the barangay. The
first meeting was conducted on December 14, 2003, it was the
data-gathering phase while the second meeting was held last
February 25, 2004, which was the validation and planning

phase. The studants facilitated the conduct of the entire
activity through small group workshops and plenary sesslons,

Aside from the PRA Toals, the activity alse made used
of other field methods such as the semi-structured interviews,
brainstorming, key Informant interviews and direct observation
to supplement the information gathered. The studants |lkewise
maximized whatever secondary data available at the

barangay.
II1. THE PARTICIPANT-RESEARCHERS

The local participants of the profiling activity were the

Africa, Nestor
Bigino, Venan

kngay Health Worker

were the followingT

Din, Fe BS Psychology 1

Lazado, Carlo Magno AB English II

Luares, Sarah ABBA Entrepreneur IT

Mendez, Angelica BS Education IL

Tolentino, Dindo BSBEA Caornputer
Management and
Accountancy LI

Urbano, Reina Liz BSBA Financial Accounting
IIT




THE BRIEF BARANGAY PROFILE

1. Village History

Dinaga is one of the five barangays that constitute the
poblacion of Canaman, It may be accurately said that Dinaga
is a spin-off of Barangay Pangpang, and that Dinaga evidently
came into official being during the Spanish times perhaps
during the Iatter part of 1600. Before that, the area was a low,

Oral history says that before the people moved into the
low-lying area, they patiently dumped into the place in order
to keep the dally tidal flood away from thelr new home sites.
Obviously, the work stretched over time, with the inhabitants
first building wp the site. They have settled on the western
portion of the present barangay, immediately beside the
church, Later on, as more people settled in the place, they
dumped mare earth fill on both sides of the trall leading
towards the cemetery. The parallel earthfill was just wide
enough to build houses on. Thus the raised portion of Dinaga

|s axe-shaped, with its western end the head and its eastern
side the handle. It also helps explain why houses on its
eastern portion are laid out in & panel pattern, as against the
grid pattern In the western side as well as In adjacent

Pangpang.

Logically, the pecple originally referred to the place as

“Dinagaan” (filled with earth). Later, usage shortened the

referential name to Dinaga. It's the name that the barangay
carried some three centuries later, although for a while In the
early 1900 it went by the name “Bagongbayan”.

During the Japanese occupation in 1940's, the Japanese
army used the munidpal hall, which was already bullt that

- Jeepnevs, )
& Gumba, Fortaleda

the U.S. Guvernment Relial’s like “bulgur” or oatmeal and
rmaize were distributed to the residents during the period.
* People also lined up to buy rice and kerosene,

In 1970, Plan International-Bicol, a non-government
organization began to operate in Barangay Dinaga. This
organization gave educational support as well as impiemented
feeding program to the less fortunate children of the barangay.
When the organization pulled out from the barangay in 1885,
its beneficiaries organized themselves into a cooperative,
called the Canaman Family Corporation. But the cooperative is




not functioning anymore because of some problem in the
coaperative’s finance.

Starting . the 80s until the 90s, much improvement
happened. in the barangay in terms of infrastructure projects
like construction of concrate roads, barangay hall, basketball
court and People's Center. The barangay hall was done
through the effort of Congressman Raul S. Roco, while the
basketball court and the People’s Center, was through the
effort of Congressman Celso Baguio,

At this period, the Canaman Central School received
addltienal facilities and equipment like the mooo block chairs

Land, particularly agricultural land, Is an important
natural resource of Barangay Dinaga. The barangay [and area
Is mastly composed of agricultural lands (92.26% agricultural
area). The used of fertilizer in farming affected the soil’s
quallty. The continued used of fertilizer eventually leads fo
acidification of the soil which, in turn, affects soil productivity.
Land conversion is likewise another problem. Such practice
threatens the loss of prime agricultural lands In the ares. Due
to the increase of population in the barangay, the conversion
of agricultural land to residential land is inevitable.

2. Water

The water nquality of Barangay Dinaga has heen
deterlorating, indicating the grave problems ahead. Human
settlernents near the riverbanks and agriculture have
considerably polluted the river. The chemicais from fertilizers
that are used |In agriculture are washed down by run-off water
into freshwater bodles, thus creating destruction of the river
life. Improper waste disposal near the riverbanks s also
another cause of the deterioration of water quality. This
continuing pollution could seriouslty compromise Fhe barangay
water resources’ potential for domestic, agricultural and

coe However, Its quality, over-all has.deteriorated

B. ECONOMIC PATTERNS

"1, Geographic Features

Barangay Dinaga is located at the central part of the
municipality of Canaman. It has an area of 58.585 hectares
and is bounded on the north by the Capaman creek. Its
southern side is a flat stretch of rice lands that reach all the
way to the Barangay of San Vicente and Del Rosario. Dinaga’s
eastern part shares its boundary with the Baras and Haring,
while to its west is the barangay of Pangpang. The common
boundary of which runs straight down the middle of the town's




Catholic Church. Barangay Dinaga has Libmanan Clay soil and
is generally lowland with slope of 2° ta 5°,

2. Land Use
a. Agriculture

~ Barangay Dinaga s predominantly an agricultural area with
54.05 hectares or 92.26% of total land area devoted to
agriculture. OF these agricultural area 54 hectares or 92.17%
of the area is devoted to rice farming. The other 0.05 has or
0.85% is being utilized for bamboo production particularly
within the residential area.

The barangay is served by concrete and passable road
network. The Department of Public Works and Highway Bivd,
which is about 0.75 kilometers in length, served as a farm to
market road. The Municipal Road includes Requejo, Alejandra,
Riverside, and Crescini Streets, which has a length measuring
of 600m, 500m, 75m and 50m respectively. The barangay
Irgzyt:lso be also reached by Provincial Read, about 0.85 kmn in

gth.

Transportation

Barangay Dinaga is considered as the centro of
Canaman and Canaman's Municipal Hall and Market are found
within the area. Thus, transportation is considered an

advantage for its development.

Today, tricycle, pedicab, and public utility jeeps are the
most common modes of transportation in the barangay. The
regular fare is Php 4.00 from Naga to Canaman; pedicabs can
also be used for motorized pedicabs mability are available as
transportation in going to other barangays inside the barangay
with a regular fare of Php3.00.

Special Use Places

he People’s Center,
uniciga ang te T
0 SpEC e places in

deep well and at times, from rain. However, the water from

" deep wells is no longer potable as years went by — either it is

murky or it is salty or both. An altermative source was waler
pump. A remarkable improvement was made in the year
1970s when the Canaman Pumping Station started to operate
in the barangay with a minimum expense of Php100.00 a
month per household.

b. Irrigation




Farmers at the barangay depend on three sources for their
irrigation: rain, the Canaman Creek, and Punta Diamante In
Balatas, Naga City. But the creek became dirty that it is no
longer suitable for crop production. During summer, when
there is no rainfall, 30% of the total rice area is not properly
irrigated. This resulted to poor harvest. However, a non-
government organization (NGD) assisted the barangay in
creating the BAHADIVISAN, an organization composed of
resident-farmers, The organization continually find ways and
shares knowledge regarding rice farming. Primarily, the
farmer's organization |s concerned on irrigation because it Is
the basic need in farming.

C. ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

rivate employgees\most of them still
ing and potry r2 e been

Is estimated that 24%\-e te_in_bavd
Dinaga works as public employees in nearby urban areas like
Naga. The other 16% and 8% of the residents has their own
sari-sarl store (women generally control this kind of business)
and private businesses (e.g. selling of lovebirds).

3. Labor Patterns for Meeting Basic Needs 2
Majority of the workers in Barangay Dinaga are
farmers. Only a few are employed. Males dominate the |abor
force of the barangay while females werk on household
chores. Though both men and women work for the progress of

their family and the development of their community, men do
most of the economic activities, while women do the

hnua_a:h-nld chores.

1t is pretty obvious that the economy aggravates during
harvest season and upon receiving salary. Men and women
work to provide their families their necessities.

4. USE AND CONTROL OF RESOURCES AND BENEFITS
Most of the resources found in the barangay are

equipment and material input used for farming and gardening
aCto paray~Lthresher, seeds, €5t s

The women's control over resource use, are those
related to her tasks inside the house such as cooking and

* washing dishes. The women cook for the family so it is logical

that they control the use of materials in the performance of
these tasks. They are also the ones who use the pieces of
jewelry because they are not required to work on fleld. With
regards to home appliances and the farmland, both men and
women share the decisions.

5. Income and Expenditure




As seen on the sources of income matrix, the major
sources of income far the families in the barangay are farming,
public employment, livestock, sari-sarl stores and private
businesses.

While most men work in the field some would alse work
as public employees or take charge of their own private
husinesses while the remaining 30.8% would just prefer to
take care of their livestock and sari-sari store business and
private businesses e.g. selling lovebirds.

The main expenses on the other hand are compased of

food. This Is the primary source of expendlture primarily
pense, which

And San Juaquin families'w = barangay.
Untit now, their family or felatwes are still Ilving in'Dinaga.

2. Population

At present, Dinaga has a total population of 1,648
individuals, The barangay's population has an upward pattern
with a drastic increase in 1980's becsuse of migrants ‘who
found the barangay a comfortable place to live and work in. In
recent years, the barangay was also experiencing a rapid
increase in population because of increasing birth rate and

because of boarders who eventually declded to settie down in
the barangay.

The increasing population only proves that the
barargay Is one of the comfortable places to live In. However,
rice fields are affected because of the conversion of the
agricultural areas into residential use. The barangay is closely
monitoring the increase in population as it affects land use,

3. Household Distribution

Dlnaga has a total of 284 households. One partlcipant
f these huusehc-lds maybe compesas

If a family lives In a well-ventilated dwelling unit, earns an
income enough to sustein the npeeds and wants, have a
complete set of appliances, children educated in a private
school and eats three meals or more a day, they are
considered fich. On the other hand, if a household lives in
simple dwelling unit, earns an income encugh to sustain their
needs, have the basic appliances, children educated in either
private or public school and eat three meals a day, they are
considered medium. However, the household which belongs to
the poor may still eat three meals a day but lives in a dirty,
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