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FOREWORD

Over the years, the rise in the level of women's consciousness
of their rights has led to a more active participation on their part in the
political and socio-economic spheres of society. Concrete gains in
uplifting the sad plight of women towards greater empowerment have
been significant. However, while women empowerment has gained
ground, so many women, specifically in urban poor communities, still
experience various forms of abuse, whether physical, emotional, verbal
or economic.

necessary.

| commend Cristina P. Lim, Ph.D. and her research staff for
coming up with a book that presents comprehensive and objective
information on the phenomenon of VAW in the Bicol region. In this
book, the author not only adds to existing data on VAW but further
provides a framework for effectively addressing this issue. Indeed, this
book serves as a rich resource material for stakeholders involved in
gender mainstreaming. It may even be used as a reflection-guide for
group studies as well as a basis for policy actions both by advocates and
legislators.

Aside from shedding light on the problem, the book tackles the
extent and quality of services provided to VAW victims and survivors in




Foreword

selected pilot communities. These services have not only been found to
be lacking, they have also eventually proven to be shortsighted and
ineffective. Through this material, stakeholders can better be assisted
in coming up with more effective measures to combat VAW. Ultimately,
this book may pave the way for women to realize their full
participation in society.

Lastly, while gender issues have been consciously perceived to
be a woman’s domain, this book might serve to enlighten more men so
as to merit their own involvement in the pursuit of gender equality.
May we all come to realize that men, who are often tagged as the
objects of blame, can actually be considered as partners of women in
this pursuit. In so doing, we begin to create an environment founded
on peace, equality and respect of each other’s rights and potentials.

Haley B. Atienza
tionallCoordinator
SA
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